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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1 -20 are pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Boutaud (USPN: 6,600,345). 

As per claim 1 , Boutad discloses: 

a first clock control circuit that receives said first input clock signal and a first start 
signal, wherein said first start signal, when asserted, is capable of causing said first 
clock control circuit to output a first gated clock signal [Figure 4a, (442); Column 1 , lines 
58-64; Column 3, lines 36-41]; 

a second clock control circuit that receives said second input clock signal and a 
second start signal, wherein said second start signal, when asserted, is capable of 
causing said second clock control circuit to output a second gated clock signal [Figure 
4a, (446); Column 1, lines 58-64; Column 3, lines 36-41]; 

a first interlock circuit that detects when said first clock control circuit begins 
outputting said first gated clock signal and, in response to said detection, that asserts a 
first disable signal capable of preventing said second clock control circuit from 
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outputting said second gated clock signal [Figure 4a, (406); Column 1 , lines 49-53; 
Column 4, lines 19-20]; 

a second interlock circuit that detects when said second clock control circuit 
begins outputting said second gated clock signal and, in response to said detection, that 
asserts a second disable signal capable of preventing said first clock control circuit from 
outputting said first gated clock signal [Figure 4a, (408); Column 4, lines 26-28]; and 

a first OR gate that receives said first and second gate clock signal and outputs 
said selected clock signal [Column 4, lines 4-10]. 

As per claim 1 1 , Boutaud discloses: 

a clocked circuit capable of operating at a plurality of clock frequencies [Figure 

5a]; 

a first clock signal source [CLOCK_1]; 
a second clock signal source [CLOCK_2]; 

a clock selection circuit capable of receiving a first input clock signal from said 
first clock signal source and a second input clock signal from said second clock signal 
source and outputting to said clocked circuit a selected clock signal derived from one of 
said first and second input clock signals, said clock selection circuit comprising: 

a first clock control circuit that receives said first input clock signal and a first start 
signal, wherein said first start signal, when asserted, is capable of causing said first 
clock control circuit to output a first gated clock signal [Figure 4a, (442); Column 1 , lines 
58-64; Column 3, lines 36-41]; 
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a second clock control circuit that receives said second input clock signal and a 
second start signal, wherein said second start signal, when asserted, is capable of 
causing said second clock control circuit to output a second gated clock signal [Figure 
4a, (446); Column 1, lines 58-64; Column 3, lines 36-41]; 

a first interlock circuit that detects when said first clock control circuit begins 
outputting said first gated clock signal and, in response to said detection, that asserts a 
first disable signal capable of preventing said second clock control circuit from 
outputting said second gated clock signal [Figure 4a, (406); Column 1 , lines 49-53; 
Column 4, lines 19-20]; 

a second interlock circuit that detects when said second clock control circuit 
begins outputting said second gated clock signal and, in response to said detection, that 
asserts a second disable signal capable of preventing said first clock control circuit from 
outputting said first gated clock signal [Figure 4a, (408); Column 4, lines 26-28]; and 

a first OR gate that receives said first and second gate clock signal and outputs 
said selected clock signal [Column 4, lines 4-10]. 

As per claims 3 and 13, Boutaud discloses: 

a first clock enable circuit that receives said second disable signal and said first 
start signal and outputs a first clock enable signal when said first start signal is asserted 
and said second disable signal is not asserted [Figure 4a; Column 7, lines 48-53; SEL1 
and EN2 are inputted into 408 and EN1 is outputted]; and 
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a first AND gate having a first input coupled to said first clock enable signal and a 
second input coupled to said first input clock signal, wherein said first AND gate outputs 
said first gated clock signal [Figure 4a, (442)]. 

As per claims 4 and 14, Boutaud discloses: 

wherein said first clock enable circuit comprises a first input logic circuit having 
an output that outputs a Logic 1 when said first start signal is asserted and said second 
disable signal is not asserted [Figure 4a; Column 7, lines 48-53]. 

As per claims 5 and 15, Boutaud discloses: 

a first flip-flop having an input coupled to said output of said first input logic 
circuit, wherein said first flip-flop is clocked by a rising edge of said first input clock 
signal and said first interlock circuit monitors an output of said first flip-flop to detect 
when said first clock control circuit begins outputting said first gated clock signal [Figure 
4a]. 

As per claims 6 and 16, Boutaud discloses: 

a second flip-flop having an input coupled to said output of said first flip flop, 
wherein said second flip-flop is clocked by a falling edge of said first input clock signal; 
and 

a second OR gate having a first input coupled to said output of said first flip-flop 
and a second input coupled to an output of said second flip-flop, wherein an output of 
said second OR gate comprises said first clock enable signal [Figure 4a]. 
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As per claims 8 and 18, Boutaud discloses: 

a second clock enable circuit that receives said first disable signal and said 
second start signal and outputs a second clock enable signal when said second start 
signal is asserted and said first disable signal is not asserted [Figure 4a; Column 7, 
lines 48-55; SEL2 and EN1 are inputted into 408 and EN2 is outputted]; and 

a second AND gate having a first input coupled to said second clock enable 
signal and a second input coupled to said second input clock signal, wherein said 
second AND gate outputs said second gated clock signal [Figure 4a, (446)]. 

As per claims 9 and 19, Boutaud discloses: 

wherein said second clock enable circuit comprises a second input logic circuit 
having an output that outputs a Logic 1 when said second start signal is asserted and 
said first disable signal is not asserted [Figure 4a; Column 7, lines 48-53]. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Niray S. Amin whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3821 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Lee can be reached on (571) 272-3667. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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